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SERMON LVir.

Preached before the Governor, and Council,

and the Houfe of Afiembly, in Georgia^

on January 28, 1770.

Z E c H. iv. Id.

For 'uoho hath defpifed the Day offmall Things ?

MEN, brethren, and fathers, at fundry times and in

divers manners, God fpake to the fathers by the

prophets, before he fpoke to us in thefe laft days by his Son.

And as God is a fovereign agent, and his facred Spirit

bloweth when and where it lifleth, furely he may reveal and

make known his will to his creatures, when, where, and how
he pleafeth ;

" and who fhall fay unto him, what doeft thou r"

Indeed, this feems to be one reafon, todifplay his fovereigntv,

why he chofe, before the canon of fcripcure was fettled, to

make known his mind in fuch various methods^ and to fuch

a variety of his fervants and mefTengers.

Hence it Is, that we hear, he talked with Abraham as

" a man talketh with a friend." To Mcfei he fpoke " face

to face." To others by " dreams in the night," or by
*' vifions" imprcfled ftrongly on their imaginations. This

feems to be frequently the happy lot of the favourite evan-

gelical prophet Zechariah, I call him evangelical prophet^

becaufe his predictions, however they pointed at fome ap-

proaching or immediate event, ultimately" terminarcd in

Him, who is the Alpha and Omega, the berrinning and the
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fnd of all the lively oracles of God. The chapter from

which our text is feleded, among many other paildges, is

a ftriking proof of this : An angel, that had been more than

once fent to him on former occafions, appears again to him, and

by way of vifion, and *' waked him, (to ufe his own words)

as a man that is wakened out of his deep.'* Prophets, and

ihc greateft fervants of God, need waking fometimes out oF

their drowfy frames.

Methinks I fee this man of God Parting out of his ilecp,

and being all attention : the angel afked him, " what feeit

thou?'* He anfwers, " I have looked, and behold, a candle-

Hick all of gold," an emblem of the church of Goo, *' with

a bowl upon the top of it, and feven lamps thereon, and fevcn

pipes to the feven lamps, which were upon the top thereof ;'*

implying, that the church, however reduced to the lowcffc

ebb, fhould be preferved, be kept fupplied, and fhining,

through the invifible, but not Icfs real, bccaufe invifible aids

and operations of the blefl'ed Spirit of God. The occafion

of fuch an extraordinary vifion, if we compare this paflagc

with the fecond chapter of the Prophecy of the prophet

Haggai^ feems to be this : It was now near eighteen ycrirs

fmce the JewlJ)) people had been delivered from their long

and grievous Babylonijh captivity ; and being fo long de-

prived of their temple and its worfhip, which fabric had been

rafed even to the ground, one would have imagined, that

immediately upon their return, they fhould have poi^poned

all private works, and with their united flrcngth have firft

fet about rebuilding that once (lately and magnificent

flruiSlure, But they, like too many chiilHans of a like luke-

warm ftamp, though all acknowledged that this church-work

was a neceflary work, yet put themCelves and others oft",

with this godly pretence, " The time is not come, the time

that the Lord's houfe (liould be built:'* The time is not

come ! \vhat, not in eighteen years ! for fo long had they

now been returned from their ftate of bondage : and pray,

why was not the time come? The prophet Haggai tells

them ; their whole time was fo taken up in building for

themfelves cieled houfcs, that they had no time left to build

J an
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an habitation for their great and glorious Bencfaclor, the

mighty GoD o^ Jacob,

This ingratitude muH: not be pafled by unpuniHied. Om-
nifcience obfervesj Omnipotence refents it ! And that they

might read their fin in their punifbment, as they thought it

beft to get rich, and fecure hoiifes and lands and eftates for

themfelvcs, before they fet about unnecefTary church-work,

the prophet tells them, *' You have fown much, but bring

in little : ye eat, but ye have not enough : ye drink, but ye

are not filled with drink :
' ye clothe you, but there is none

warm : and he that earneth wages, carneth wages to put it

into a bag with holes." Still he goes on thundering and

lightening, " Ye looked for much, and lo it came to little :

and when ye brought it home, (pleafing yourfelves with your

fine crops) I did blow upon it : why ? faith the Lord of

Hofts ; becaufe of mine houfe that is wafte, and ye ruri

every man unto his own houfe." A thundering fermon this

!

delivered not only to the common people, but alfo unto, and

in the prefence of " Zeruhhabel^ the fon of Sbeaitiely governor

of Judahy and to JofiniGy the fon of Jofedech the high-prieft.

The prophet's report is believed ; and the arm of the Lord
was revealed. Zerubbabei^ the fon o^ Sbeaitiely and Jojhua, the

fon o^ Jofedech^ (O happy times when church and ftate are

thus combined) with all the remnant of the people, obeyed

the voice of the Lord their God^ and the words of Haggai

the prophet.*'

The fpirit of Zerubhabel^ dnd ofjojhua, and the fpirits of all

the remnant of the people were ftirred up, and they imme-

diately came, difregarding, as it v/ere, their ov;n private

buildings, '* and did work in the houfe of the Lord of

Hofts their God" For a while, they proceeded with

vigour
J the foundation of the houfe is laid, and the fuper-

ftru£lure raifed to fome confiderable height : but whether

this fit of hot zeal foon cooled^ as is too common, or the

people were difcouraged by the falfe reprcfentations of their

enemies, which perhaps met with too favourable a reception

at the court of Darius j it fo happened, that the hearts of
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the magiftrates and minlfters of the people waxed faint 5 and

an awful chafm intervened, between the finifliing and laying

the foundation of this promifing and glorious work.

Upon this, another prophet, even Xechariah, (who with

Hag^ai had been joint fufftrer in the captivity) is fent to life

up the hands that hang down, to ftrengthen the feeble knees,

and by the foregoing inflru£live vifion, to reanimate 'Jojlma

and the people in general, and the \\^2iXto^ Zeruhbabel^ the fon

of Skealliel^ in particular, niaugre all difcouragcments,

either from inveterate enemies, or from timid unftable friends,

or all other obftacles whatfoever. If Haggai thunders,.

Zcchariah's meflage is as lightening. " This is the word of

the Lord unto Zeruhbahel^ faying, Not by might, nor by

power, (not by barely human power or policy) but by my
fpirit, faith the Lord of Hods : Who art thou, O great

mountain ? (thou Sanlallai and thy ailociates, who have been

fo long crying out, what mean thefe feeble yews ? however

great, formidable, snd feemingly infurmountable) before

Xeruhhald thou (lialt (not only be lowered and rendered

more acceiTible, but) become a plain j" thy very oppo-

fition flialj, in the end, promote the work, and help to

expedite that very building, which thou intendeft to put a flop

to, and deltroy.

And leR Zerubhahel^ through unbelief and outward oppofi-

tion, or for want of more bodily ftrength, fliould think this

would be a work of time, and that he fhould not live to fee

it compleated in his days, '' The word of the Lord
ciime to Zechariah^ faying. The hands of Zerulhahcl have laid

the foundation of this houfe ; his hands alfo fhall finifh it,

and he fhail bring forth the headftone thereof with flioutings,

crying, Grace, grace unto it." Grace ! grace ! unto it :

a double acclamation, to fiiew, that out of the abundance of

their hearts, their mouth fpake ; and this with fhoutings and

crying from all quarters.. .Even their enemies fhould fee the

hand and providence of God in the beginning, continuance,

and ending of this feemingly improbable and impradicable

wurki fo that they fliould be conftrained to cry, "Grace
unto
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unto it," and wifh both the work and the builders much
profperity : But as for its friends, they flijuld be Co tranf-

ported with heart-felt joy in the reflection upon t'ne f^rnal

providences which had attended them through the whole

procefs, that they would fliout and cry, " Grace, grace unto

it :" or, This is nothing but tlie Lord's doing; God profper

and blefs this work more and more, and make it a place

where his free grace and glory may be abundantly difplayed.

Then by a beautiful and pungent farcafm, turning to the

infulting enemies, he utters the fpirited interrogation in my
text, " Who hath dcfpifed the day of fmall things ?" Who
are you, that vauntingly faid, what can thefe feeble "Jews do,

pretending to lay the foundation of a houfe which they

never will have money, or ftrength, or power to finifli ? Or,

who are you, O timorous, (hort-fighted, doubring, though

well-meaning people, who, through unbelief, were dif-

couraged at the fmall beginnings and feeblenefs of the attenipc

to build a feccnd temple ? And, becaufe you thought it could

not come up to the magnificence of the firft, therefore were

difcouraged from fo much as beginning to build a fecond

at all ?

A clofe inflru6iive queftion this ; a queftlon, implying,

that whenever God intends to bring about any great thing,

he generally begins with a day of fmall things.

As a proof of this, I will not lead you fo far back, as to the

beginning of time, when the Everlafling " I am" fpoke

all things into exiftencc, by his almighty /'«/
; and out of

a confu'ed chaos, " without form and void," produced

a v/orld worthy of a God to create, and of his favourite

creature man, liis vicegerent and reprcfentativc here below,

to inhabit, and enjoy in it both himfelf and his God.
A.nd yet, though the heavens declare his glory, and the

firmament fl^eweth his handy wcik, though there is no fpeech

nor language where their voice is not heard, and their line is

gone out through all the earth ; and by a dumb, yet per-

fuafive language, proves the hand that made them to be

divine 5
yet there have been, and arc now, fuch fools in the

A a 3 world,
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world, as to " fay in their hearts. There is no GoD ;'* or fo

vvife, as by their wKdom, not to know God, or own his divine

image to be ftamped on that book, wherein thefe grand

things are recorded, and that in fuch legible charadters, that

Jie who runs may read.

Neither will I divert your attention, honoured fathers, to

^he hiftories oi Greece and Rome^ or any of the great kingdoms

and renowned monarchies, which conftitute fo great apart of

ancient hlftory \ but whofe beginnings were very fmall,

(witnefs Romulus*^ ditch) their progrefs as remarkably great,

and their declenfion and downfal, when arrived at their

appointed zenith, as fudden, unexpected, and marvellous.

Thefe make the chief fubjecls of the learning of our fchools;

though they make but a mean figure in facred hiftory, and

would not perhaps have been mentioned at all, had they not

been, in fome meafure, connedled with the hiftory of God's

people, which is the grand fubjc6l of that much defpifed

book, emphatically called, The Scriptures. Whoever hath

a mind to inform himfelf of the one, may read Rollins

Ancient Hiftory, and whoever would fee the connection

with the other, may confuk the learned Prideaux'^ admirable

and judicious conne6tion. Books which, I hope, will be

flrcnuoufly recommended, and carefully ftudied, when this

prefent infant inftitution gathers more ftrength, and grows

up into a feat of learning. I can hardly forbear mentioning

the fmall beginnings of Great Britain^ now fo diftinguiftied

for liberty, opulence and renown ; and the rife and rapid

progrefs of the American colonics, which promifes to be one

of the moft opulent and pov/erful empires in the world.

But my prefent views, and the honours done this infant

inftitution this day, and the words of my text, as well ag

the feelings of my own heart, and I truft, of the hearts of

all that hear me, lead me to confine your meditations to the

hiftory of Qod's own peculiar people, which for the fimplicity

and fublimity of its language, the veracity of its author,

and the importance and wonders of the faCts therein re-

corded, if weighed in a proper balance, hath not its equal

under the fun. And yet, though God himfelf hath become

an



an author among us, we will not condefcend to give his book
one thorough reading. Be aftoniflied, O heavens^ at this I

Who would have thought that from one, even from
Abraham^ and from fo fmall a beginning, as the emigration

of a fingle private family, called out of a land wholly givca

to idolatry, to be fojourners and pilgrims in a ftrange land
;

who would have thought, that from a man, who for a long

ieafon was written childlefs, a man whofe firft poflefTion ia

this ftrange land, was by purchafing a burying place for his

wife, and in whofe grave one might have imagined he Vv'ould

have buried all future expedations ; v/ho would have thought,

that from this very man and woman, according to the courfe

of nature, both as good as dead, fliould defcend a numerous
oftspring like unto the ftars of heaven for multitude, and
as the fand which is upon the fea fiiore innumerable ?

Nay, who would have imagined, that againft all probability,

and in all human appearance impoffible, a kingdom Ihould

arife ? Behold a poor captive flave, even JofepJ?, who was
cruelly feparated from his brethren, became fecond in

Fharaoh^ kingdom : he was fent before to work out a great

deliverance, and to introduce a family which fliould take

root, deep root downwards and bear fruit upwards, and fill

the land. How could it enter into the heart' of man to

conceive, that when opprefTed by a king, who knew not

Jofepb^ though they were the beft, mofl: loyal, induftrious

fubjeds this king had, when an edi6t was iflued forth as

impolitic as cruel, (fince the fafety and glory of all kingdoms

chiefly confift in the number of its inhabitants) that an out-

caft, helplefs infant fhould be taken, and bred up in all the

learning of the Egyptians^ and In that very court from which,

and by that very tyrant from v^hom the edi6l came, and that

the deliverer fhould be nurtured to be king in Jejhurun I

But time as well as ftrength would fail me, was I to give

you a detail of all the important particulars refpedmg GoD*s

peculiar people; as their miraculous fupport in the wildernefs,

the events which took place while they were under a divine

theocracy, and during their fettlement in Canaan to the time
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cf their return from Babylon, and from thence to the de-?

flru61ion of their fecond temple, kc. by the Romam. Indeed,

confidering to vvliom I am fpeaking, perfons converfant in

the facred and profane hiftory, I have mentioned thefe things
" only to ftir up your minds by way of remembrance.

But if we defcend from the Jewljlj, to the Chriftian sera, we
Ihall find, that its commencement was, in the eyes of the

world, a " day of fmall things" indeed. Our blefled Lord
compares the beginning of its progrefs in the world, to

a grain of mudard-feed, which though the fmalleft of all

feeds when fown, foon becomes a great tree, and fo fpread,

that the " birds of the air," or a multitude of every nation,

language and tongue, came and lodged in its branches : and

its inward progrefs in the believers heart, Christ likens to

a little leaven which a woman hid in three meafures of meal.

How both the Jewijh and Chriftian difpenfations have been,

and even to this day are defpifed, by the wife difputcrs of this

world, on this very account, is manifeft to all who read the

lively oracles with a becoming attention. What ridicule,

obloquy, and inveterate oppofition chriftianity meets with,

in this our day, not only from the open deift, but from

formal profeilbrs, is too evident to every truly pious foul.

And what oppofition the kingdom of grace meets with In

the heart, is well known by all thofe who are experimentally

acquainted with their hearts : they know^, to their forrow,

v/hat the great apoftle of the Gentiles means, by " the Spirit

ilriving againft the flefli, and the fleih againft the Spirit."

But the facred Oracles, and the hlftories of all ages ac-

quaint us, that God brings about the greateft thing, not only

by fmall and unlikely means, but by ways and means directly

oppofite to the carnal reafonings of unthinking men : he

chufes things that be not, to bring to nought thofe which

are. Hov/ did chriftianity fpread and fiourifh, by one, who
vvas defpifed and rejeded of men, a man of forrov.'s and

acquainted with grief, and who expired on a crofs ? he

was defpifed and rejected, net merely by the vulgar and

5
"

illiterate.
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illiterate, but the Rabbles and Matters o^ Ijrael^ the Scribes

and Pharifees, who by the Jcivifn churchmen were held too

in fo high a reputation for their outward fant'^ity, that it

became a common proverb, " If only two went to heaven,

the one would be a Scribe, and the other a Pharifee.'* Yec
there were they who endeavoured to filence the voice of all

his miracles and heavenly doclrine with, *' Is not this the

Carpenter's fon ?" Nay, " He is mad, why hear you him ? he

hath a devil, and cafteth out devils by Beelzebub the prince

of the devils." And their defpite not only followed him to,

but after death, and when in his grave. " We remember
(faid they) that this deceiver faid, after three days I will rife

again ; command therefore that the fepulchre be made fure ;"

but, maugre all your impotent precautions, in fealing the

ftone, and fetting a watch, he burft the bars of death

afunder, and, according to his repeated predictions, proved

himfelf to be the Son of God v^'ith power, by rifing the third

day from the dead. And afterwards, in prelcnce of great

multitudes, was he received up into glory 5 as a proof there-

of, he fent down the Holy Ghoft, (on the miilion of whom
he pav/ned all his credit with his difciples) in fuch an

inftantaneous, amazing manner, as one would imasine,

iliould have forced and compelled all who faw it to own,
that this was indeed the finger of God.

And yet how was this grand tranfa6lion treated ? with the

utmoft contempt : when inftantaneoufiy the apoftles com-
menced orators and linguiils, and with a divine profufion

fpoke of the wonderful things of God ;
" thefe men (faid

fome) are full of new wine.'* And yet by thefe men, mean
fiOiermen, illiterate men. Idiots, in the opinion of the Scribes

and Pharifees, and notwithflanding all the oppofition of
earth and hell, and that too only by the foolilhnefs of preach-

ing, did this grain of muflard-fced grow up, till thoufands,

ten thoufands of thoufands, a multitude which no man can
number, out of every nation, language and people, came and
lodged under the branches of it,

Neither fliall it reft here ; whatever dark parenthefis may
intervene, wc are aflured, that being dill watered by the

fame
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fame divine hand, it fhall take deeper and deeper root down^
ward, and bear more and more fruit upward, till the whole

earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters

cover the fea. Who {hall live v/hen God doth this ? Haften

Lord that blefled time ! O let this thy kingdom come !

Come, not only by the external preaching of the gofpel in the

world, but by its renovating, heart-renewing, foul-trans-

forming power, to awakened Tinners ! For want of this,

alas ! alas I though we underftood all myfteries, could

fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, we fhould be

only like founding brafs, or fo many tinkling cymbals.

And yet, what a " day of fmall things" is thefirft implan-

tation of the feed of divine life in the foul of man ? Well

might our Lord, who alone is the author and finilherof our

faith, compare it to a little leaven, which a v/oman took, and

hid in three meafures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

Low fimilies, mean comparifons thefe, in the eyes of thofe,

who having eyes, fee not ; who having ears, hear not ; whofe

heart, being waxed grofs, cannot, will not underftand ! To
fuch, it is defpicable, myfterious, and unintelligible in itsde-

fcription ; and, if poiTible, infinitely more fo, when made ef-

fectual by the power ofGod, to the falvation of any individual

foul. For the wifdom of God will always be foolifhnefs to

natural men. As it was formerly, fo it is now ; they who
are born after the flefh, will perfecute thofe that are born after

the fpirit: the difciple mud be as his mailer : they that will

Jive godly in him ; they that live mcjl godly in him, muft, (hall

fufPer perfecution. This is fo interwoven in the very nature

and exifience of the gofpel, that our Lord makes it one part

of the beatitudes, in that blcflcd fcrmon which he preached,

"when, to ufe the words of my old familiar friend the feraphic

Hervey^ a mount was his pulpit, and the heavens his founding

board. A part, which, like others of the fame nature,

1 believe, will be little reliflied by fuch who are always

clamouring againft thofe fev/ highly favoured fouls, who dare

ftand up and preach the dodlrine of jujuficaiion hy faith alone

in the imputed righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ, and are re-

proached with not preaching, like their mafler. Morality^ as

they
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they term It, in his glorious fermon on the mount: for diJ

we more preach, and more live it, we flioald foon find all

manner of evil would be fpokcn againft us for Christ's

lake.

But fliall this hinder the progrefs, the growth, and con-

fummation ? and fliall the chriftian therefore be difmayed

and difcouraged ? God forbid I On the contrary, the weakeil

believer may, and ought, to rejoice and be exceeding glad.

And why ? for a very good reafon ; bccaufe, he that hath

begun the good work, hath engaged alfo to iinifli it ; though

Christ found him as black as hell, he fhall prefent him,

and every individual purchafcd with his blood, without fpot

or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, before the Divine Prefence.

O glorious profpe6l I how will the faints triumph, and the

ions of God then fliout for joy ? If they fhouted when God
laid, *' Let there be light, and there was light j" and' if there

is joy in heaven over one finner only that repenteth, how will

the heavenly arches echo and rebound with praife, when all

the redeemed of the Lord fhall appear together, and the

Son of God fhall fay, " of all thefe that thou haft given to

me, have I loft nothing." On the contrary, what weeping,

wailing, and gnaftiing of teeth will there be, not only amongft

the devil and his angels, but amongft the fearful and un-

believing, when they fee that all the hellifh temptations and

devices, inftead of deftroying, were over-ruled to the fur-

therance of the gofpel in general, and to the increafe and

growth of grace in every individual believer in particular.

And how will defpifers then behold and wonder and perifh,

when they fhall be obliged to fay, *' we fools counted their

lives madnefs, and their end to be without honour ; but how
are they numbered among the children of God, and how
happy is their lot among the iVmts V*

But whither am I going ? Pardon me, my dear hearers, if

you think this to be a digrefTion from my main point. It is

true, whllft I am mufmg, the fire begins to kindle : I am
flying, but not fo high, I truft, as to lofe fight of my main

fubject. And yet, after meditating and talking of the rife

and
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and progxefs of the gofpel of the kingdom, I fliall find k
fomewhat difficult to defcend fo low, as to entertain you

with the fmall beginnings of this infant colony, and of the

Orphan-houie, in which I am now preaching. But I fhould

judge myfelf inexcufable on this occafion, if I did not detain

you a little lor;ger, in taking a tranfient view of the traces of

divine Providence, in the rife and progrefs of the colony in

g^eneral, and the inllitution of this Orphan-houfe in particular.

Children yet unborn, I truit, will have occafion to blefs Goi^

tor both.

The very defign of this fettlement, as charity inclines us to

hope all things, was, that it niight be an Afylum, and a place

of buunefs, for as many as were in diftrefs ; for foreigners,

as well as natives; ior "Jews and Gentiles, On February i,

a day, the memory of which, I think, fhould ftill be perpe-

tuated, the firft embarkation was made with forty-five

Engl'ifo fdmilies ; men, who had once lived well in their

native country, and who, with many perfecuted Saltxburghersy

headed by a good old foidier of Jesus lately deceafed, the

Jlev. Mr. Bohzius^ came to find a refuge here. They came,

they faw, they laboured, and endeavoured to fettle ; but by

an efleiitial, though well-meant defe(Si:, in the very beginning

of the fetilement, too well known by fome now prefent, and

too long, and too much felt to bear repeating, prohibiting

the imiportation and ufe of negroes, &c. their numbers

gradually diminifned, and matters were brought to {o low an

tbb, that the whole colony became a proverb of reproach.

About this time, in the year 1737, being previoufly ftirred

up thereto by a ftrong impulfe, which I could by no means

refid, I came here, after the example of my worthy and

reverend friendi-', MeiTieurs John and Charles JP''cJJey\ and

Mr. Ingham^ who, with che moft difinterefted views, had

come hither to ferve the colony, by endeavouring to convert

the Indians. I came rejoicing to ferve the colony alfo, and

to become your willing fervant for Christ's lake. My
fiiend and fa:hcr, good Bifliop Benfon^ encouraged me,

though my brctliitn and kiafmen after the ficfh, as well as

reliRious
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religious friends, oppofed it. I came, and I Hiw (you will

not be offended with mc to fpcak the truth) the nakedrnTs of

the land. Gladly did I didribiitc about the four hundred

pounds fterling, which I had colleifled in England^ among my
poor parifliioncrs. The neceflity and propriety of erccling an

Orphan-houfe, was mentioned and recommended before my
firft embarkation. But thinking it a matter of too great

importance to be fet about unwarily, I deferred the farther

prolecution of this laudable dcfign till my return to England

in the year 1738, for to have pricfts orders.

Miferable was the condition of many grown pcrfons, as

well as children, whom I left behind. Their caufe I endea-

voured to plead, immediately upon my arrival; but being de-

nied the churches, in which I had the year before coUecSled

many hundreds for the London charity-fchools, I endeavoured

to plead their caufe in the fields. The people threw in their

mites moft willingly; once or twice, I think, twenty- two

pounds were collected in copper; the alms were accompanied

with many prayers, and which, as I told them, laid, I am
perfuaded, a blefTed foundation to the future charitable fuper-

ftrudure. In a fhort time, though plucked as it were out of

the fire, the colleiiions and charitable contributions amounted

to more than a one thoufand pounds fterling.

With that I rcimbarked, taking Philadelphia In my way,

and upon my fecond arrival, found the fpot fixed upon ; but,

alas I who can defcribe the low cflate to which it was reduced !

the whole country almoft was left defolatc, and the metropolis

Savannah, was but like a cottage in a vineyard, or as a lodge

in a garden of cucumbers. Many orphans, whofe parents

had been taken from them by the diftrelles that naturally at-

tend new fettlements, were difperfed here and there in a very

forlorn helplefs condition ; my bowels yearned towards them,

and, animated by the example of the great Profefibr Francky

previous to bringing them here, I hired a houfe, furnilhed an

infirmary, employed all that were capable of employment, and

in a few weeks walked to the houfe of (jOD with a large

family of above fixty orphans, and others in as bad a con-

diiioi).

On



C 382 ]

Oil Alarch 25, 1740, in full afllirance of faith, I laid thd

foundation < f this houfe ; and in the year following^ brouaht

in my orphan family, who, with the workmeu, now made up

the number of one hundred and fifty : by the money which

was expended on thefe, the remaining few were kept in the

colony, and were enabled to pay the debts they owed j fo that

in a rcprcfentation made to the Houfe of Commons, by fome^

who for very good reafons wanted the conftitution of the

colony akeied ; they declared, that the very exiftence of th<S

colony was in a great meafure, if not totally, owing to th(?

building and fupporting of the Orphan Houfe.
^

Finding the care of fuch a family^ inconrpatible with th^

care due to a parifh, upon giving previous warning to the then

truftecs, I gave up the living of SavanJiah^ which wiihout fee

or reward I had voluntarily taken upon me: I then ranged

through the northern colonics, and afterwards once more re-

turned home. What calumny, what loads of reproach, I for

many years was called to undergo, in thus turning beggar for

a family, few here prefent need to be informed ; a family,

utterly unconne6led by any ties of nature ; a family, not only

to be maintained with food, but cloathed and educated alfo,

and that too in the deareft part of his Majefly's dominions, on

a pine barren, and in a colony where the ufe of negroes wa?

totally denied ; this appeared fo very improbable, that all be-»

holders looked daily for its decline and annihilation.

But, blefied be Got), the building advanced and flourifhed,

and the wifhed-for period is now come; after having fupport-

ed the family for thirty-two years, by a change of conftitutioai

and the fmiles of government j with liberal donations front

the northern, and cfpecially the adjacent provinces, the fan^

bands that laid the foundation, are now called to finifh it, by

making an addition of a feat of learning, the whole produfts

and profits of which, are to go towards the increafe of the

fund, as at the beginning, for deftitute orphans, or fuch

youths as may be called of GoD to the facrcd miniftry of hrff

gofpcl. 1 need not call on any here, to cry, ** Grace, grace,-

\xnt9
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unto It.'* For on the utmoft icruriny of the intention of thofe

employed, and confidering the various exeroifes they have

been called to undergo, agd the oppofition the building hath

every where met with, we may jullly lay, " not by mi^ht,
*' nor by power, but by thy Spirit, O Lord," hath this work
been carried on thus far; it is his doing, let it be marvellous

in our eyes. With humble gratitude, therefore, would we
now fet up our Ebencxer, and fay, " Hitherto thou. Lord,
*' haft helped us;" and wheiefore (liould we doubt, but that

he, who hath thus far helped, will continue to help, when
the weary heads of the firit founders and prefent helpers, are

laid in the filent grave.

I am very well aware, Vv'hat an invidious tafk it mufl: be

to a perfon in my circumftances, thus to fpeak on an affair in

which he hath been fo much concerned. Some may perhaps

think, I am become a fool in thus glorying. But as I am
now, blefied be God, in the decline of life, and as, in all

probability, I fhall never be prefent to celebrate another

anniverfary, 1 thought it beft to be a little more explicit,

that if I have fpoken any thing but truth, I may be con-

fronted ; and if not, that future ages, and future fuccefTors,

may fee with what a purity of intention, and what various

intcrpofitions of Providence, the work was begun, and hath

been carried on to its prefer,: height.

It was the reading of a like account, written by the late

Profeflbr ivY7;/j/f , that encouraged me : who knows but here-

after, the reading fcmcthing of a fimilar nature, may en-

courage others to begin and carry on a like work elfewhere ?

I have faid lis prefent height, for I would humbly hope, that

this is, comparatively fpeaking, only a *' day of fmall things,"

only the dawn of brighter fcenes. Private genius's and

individuals, as well as colleclive bodies, have, like the human

body, the nonage, puerile, juvenile eftate, before they arrive

at their zenith, and their lives as gradually they decline. But

yet I vVould hope, that both the province and Bethefda, are

but in their puerile or juvenile flatc. And long, long may

they increafc, and make large ftrides, till th^y arrive at

a glorious
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a glorious zenith ! I mean not merely in trade, merchandifej

and opulence, (though I would be far from fecluding them

from the province, and would be thankful for the advances it

hath already made) but a zenith of glorious gofpel bleiTings,

without which, all outward emoluments arc lefs than no-

thing, or as the fmall dufl: of the balance: '* For what fliall

it profit a man, if. he (hall gain the whole world and lofe his

own foul.''

Who can imagine, that the prophet Zecharlah would be

fcnt to ftrengthen the hands of Zerubbabel, in building and

layinor the foundation of the temple, if that temple was not

to be frequented with worshippers that worfliipped the Fa-

ther in fpirit and in truth. The moft gaudy fabrics, (lately

temples, new moon fabbaths, and folemn afiemblies, are

only folemn mockeries God cannot away with. This God
hath (hewn by the deftruclion of both the firft: and fecond

temples. What is become of the feven churches o^ Afta?

How are all their golden candlefticks overthrown ? " God
is a Spirit, and they who worfliip him muft worfhip him in

fpirit and in truth." And no longer do I expe61: that this

houfe will flourifh, than when the power of religion is en-

couraged and promoted, and the perfons educated here, pro-

fecute their ftudies, not only to be great fcholars, but good

faints.

BleiTed be God ! I can fay with ProfefTor Franck^ that it

is in a great meafure owing to the difinterefted fpirit of my
firft fellow-helpers, as well as thofe who are now employed,

that the building hath reached to its prefent height. This I

am bound to fpeak, not only in honour to thofe who are

now with God, but thofe at prefent before me. Nor dare I

conclude, without offering to

Your Excellency, our pepper corn of acknowledgm.ent for

the countenance you have always (hewn Bethcfdas inftitu-

tion, and the honour you did us laft year, in laying the firft

brick of yonder wings : in thus doing, you have honoured

Bethcfdas God. May he long delight to honour you here

on
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oh earth ] and after a life fpcnt to his glory, and your coun-

try's good, may he honour you to all eternity, in placing

you at Christ's right-hand in the kingdom above !

Next to your Excellency, my dear Mr. Prcfidcnt, I mud
beg your acceptance both of thanks and congratulation on

the annual return of this feftival. For you was not only

my dear familiar friend, and firft fellow-traveller in this in-

fant province ; but you was diredlcd by Providence to this

fpot, laid the fecond brick of this houfe, watched, prayed,

and wrought for the family's good : A witnefs of innume-

rable trials, partner of my joys and griefs
;
you will have

now the pl(*arure of feeing the Orphan-houfe a fruitful

bough, its branches running over the wall. For this, no

doubt, God hath fmiled upon and bleflld you, in a manner

we could not expe61:, much lefs defign ; and may he con-

tinue to blefs you with all fpiritual blelTings in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus. Look to the rock from whence

you have been hewn, and may your children never be

aftiamed, that their father left his native country, and mar-

ried a real chriftian, born again under this roof. May Be'

ihefdas God grant this may be the happy portion of your

children, and children's children !

Gentlemen of his Majefty's council,

Mr. Speaker, and you members of the General AiTembly,

many thanks are owing to you, for your late addrefs to his

Excellency in favour of Bethefda. Your joint recommenda-

tion of it, when I was laft here, which, though in fome

meafure through the bi2:otry of fome, for the prefent is ren-

dered abortive, by their wanting to have it confined to a

party, yet I truft the event will prove that every thing fhall

be over-ruled to the furtherance of the work. Here I repeat,

what 1 have often declared, that as far as lies in my power

before and after my dcceafc, Bethefda fhall be always on a

broad bottom. All denominations have freely given j all de-

nominations, all the continent, God being my helper, fhall

receive benefit from it. May Bethefda s God blefs you all !

Vol. VI. B b
'

in
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in your private as wpll as public capacity ; and as you are

honoured to be the reprefentatives of a now flouriftiing in-

creafing people : may you be directed in ail your ways ?

May truth, juflice, religion, and piety be eflablifhed amongft

you through all generations !

LqfiJy^ My reverend brethren, and you inhabitants of the

colony, accept unfeigned thanks for the honour done me,

in letting us fee you at Bethefda this day. You, Sir, for the

fermon preached here laft year. Tell it in Germany^ tell my
great, good friend, Profefibr Franck^ that Biihefdas God,
is a God whofe mercy endureth for ever. O let us have

your earneft prayers ! encourage your people not to '* defpife

the day of fmall things." What hath Gop wrought ? From
its infancy, this colony hath been bleffed with many faithfql

gofpel minifters : O that this may be a nurfery to many more I

This hath been the cafe of the New England College for

almoft a century, and why not the Orphan-houfe Academy

at Georgia ?

Men, brethren, fathers, as many of you, whether inha-

bitants or Grangers, who have honoured this day with your

prefence, give us the additional bleflings of your prayers.

And O that Bethefdah GoD may make this day, though but

a day of fmall things, produ6live of great things to the foul$

of all amongft whom I have been now preaching the king-

dom of God. A great and good day will it be indefd, if

Jesus Christ, our great Zerubbabel^ (hould, by the power

of the eternal Spirit, blefs any thing that hath now beeri

fajd, to caufe every mountain of difficulty, that lies in the

way of your converfion, to bepome a plain. And what art

thou, O great mountain, whether the luft of the fle(h, the

luft of the eye, or the pride of life, {in, or felf-righteouf-

nefs ? Before our Bethefdd's God, thou fhalt become a

plain.

Brethren, my heart is enlarged towards you : it is written,

bleiled be God that it is written, " In the name of Jesus

Gwciy knee {hall bow, whether things in heaven, or things

6 in
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in earth, or things under the earth." O that we may be

made a willing people in the day of his power! Look, look

unto him, alJ ye that are placed in thefe ends of the earth.

This houfe hath often been an houfe of God, a gate of

heaven, to fome of your fathers. May it be a houfe of God,
a gate of heaven, to the children alfo ! Come unto him, all ye

that are weary and heavy laden, he will give you reft ; reft

from the guilt, reft from the power, reft from the punifti-

xnent of fm ; reft from the fear of divine judgments here,

reft with himfelf eternally hereafter. Fear not, though the

beginnings are but fmall, Christ will not defpife the day

of fmall things. A bruifcd reed will he not break, and the

fmoaking flax will he not quench, until he bring forth judg-

ment unto vi(5lory. His hands that laid ihc foundation, alfo

Ihall finifti it ; yet a little while and the top-ftone ftiall be

brought forth with fhouting, and men and angels join in

crying " Grace ! Grace I unto it." That all prefent may
be in this happy number, may God of his infinite mercy

grant, through Jesus our Lord.

Vol. VL Cc S E R-
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